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Murchison obtained a promise from the Grand-Duke Michael
that a specimen of the great wild oxen of the Vistula should "be
procured alive, and sent for the acceptance of the Zoological
Society of London. There had "been a good deal of merri-
ment at the table, and the Grand-Duke, in taking leave of
the geologist, said to him, "Adieu done, mon cher.
Eassurez-vous, nous vous enverrons un bison tout entier et
en I'ouvrant vous trouverez la-dedans votre medaille ! "

After this short and pleasant sojourn in St. Petersburg,
Murchison journeyed homeward by Berlin, where he
renewed his acquaintance with Humboldt and others, dined
once more with the royal family, and obtained still further
materials for the completion of his Eussian map. It was
in the latter half of September that he once more found
himself in England.

This northern tour had been unexpectedly successful in
its geological results. To the flat unaltered Silurian rocks
of the Eussian plains no base had yet been found, so
that neither Murchison nor his colleagues could tell what
the oldest fossiliferous strata of these tracts rested on.
But in Scandinavia he had found the old platform of
metamorphosed rocks on which the Silurian formations
reposed, and on which he believed the whole of the
fossiliferous deposits of the north of Europe must lie.
He had likewise learnt much as to the organic contents of
the older formations from the numerous museums to which,
through the friendly aid of Berzelius, Keilhau, and LoveX
he had enjoyed unrestricted access. The abundant illustra-
tions of ice-action had likewise brought before him in a
new light many of the phenomena of that northern boulder-
drift which he had traced over the plains of Northernleft them all his documents. Among these                            c inasmuch as it wellony-
